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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-35 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-35, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 



Regarding claim 1, Taillens discloses a modular intrusion detection 
system (abstract) modular system comprising: a base unit including a primary 
device disposed within a primary housing wherein primary device is an intrusion 
detection device (fig. 1 -fig. 3; abstract), primary housing defining a first mounting 
interface (pins 11, 12) (col. 1, line 61); a plurality of secondary housing sections; 
each of secondary housing sections having a second mounting interface, each of 
second mounting interfaces being engageably securable housing sections to 



primary housing (fig. 1 -fig. 3), at least one secondary housing sections having a 
secondary device associated therewith (fig. 1 -fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 2, Taillens discloses primary housing includes a base 
housing section and a removable cover, said base housing section defining first 
mounting interface, said removable cover comprising a first attachment feature; 
each of secondary housing sections including a second attachment feature 




Taillens et al. (US 4,540,977). 
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engageably with first attachment feature wherein attachment of cover to base 
housing section engages first attachment feature with second attachment of 
selected one of secondary housing securably attached to primary housing 
section (fig. 1 -fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Taillens discloses first and second mounting interfaces 
are securable together with a snap-fit engagement (pins 11,12) (fig. 2-fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Taillens discloses primary device generates an alarm 
signal and at least one secondary device is couplable to primary device wherein 
secondary device is responsive to alarm signal (siren 8) (fig. 2-fig. 3). 

Regarding claims 6, 18, Taillens discloses primary terminal strip being 
connectable to a security system and having a plurality of primary terminals, 
primary device including a plurality of conductive elements, each of primary 
conductive elements being operably couplable with one of plurality of primary 
terminals and wherein at least secondary housing section having a secondary 
device associated therewith includes a secondary terminal strip, secondary 
terminal strip being connectable to primary terminal strip and having a plurality of 
secondary terminals, secondary device including a plurality of secondary 
conductive elements, each of secondary conductive elements being operably 
couplable with one of plurality of secondary terminals (fig. 2-fig. 3). 

Regarding claims 7-8, Taillens discloses secondary housing sections 
include a plurality of secondary housing sections each having one of a plurality of 
different secondary devices associated therewith (fig. 2-fig. 3). 
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Regarding claims 9, 14, Taillens discloses an image capturing device 
(camera 5) (fig. 2, ref. 5; col. 1, lines 45-48). 

Regarding claim 10, 15, Taillens discloses a microphone (device 37 that 
gives a weak acoustic signal) (fig. 4; col. 2, lines 58-59). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Taillens discloses a light source (col. 2, lines 13-15) 

Regarding claim 12, Taillens discloses a speaker (siren 8) (fig. 2, ref. 8). 

Regarding claim 13, Taillens discloses a modular intrusion detection 
system (abstract) modular system comprising: a base unit including a primary 
device disposed within a primary housing, wherein primary device is an intrusion 
detection device (abstract); primary device generating an alarm signal upon 
detection of an intruder (col. 2, lines 10-20); a plurality of secondary device, each 
of secondary devices being selectively couplable to primary device wherein at 
least one of secondary devices is responsive to alarm signal generated by 
primary device when coupled to primary device and wherein each of secondary 
devices is associated with a respective secondary housing section, each of 
secondary housing sections being directly attachable to primary housing (fig. 2- 
fig. 3); wherein a modular device is assembled by selecting one of plurality of 
secondary devices, attaching associated secondary housing section of selected 
one of secondary devices to primary housing and coupling selected one of 
secondary devices to primary device (fig. 2-fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 16, Taillens discloses a primary housing defines a first 
mounting interface and each of secondary housing sections defines a second 
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mounting interface, each of second mounting interfaces being engageably 
securable to first mounting interface to thereby securably attach a selected one 
of secondary housing sections to primary device (fig. 2-fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 17, Taillens discloses primary housing includes a base 
housing section and a removable cover, base housing section defining first 
mounting interface, said removable cover comprising a first attachment feature; 
each of secondary housing sections including a second attachment feature 
engageable with first attachment feature wherein attachment of cover to base 
housing section engages first attachment with second attachment of the selected 
one of secondary housing sections securably attached to primary housing (fig. 2- 
fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 19, Taillens discloses a modular intrusion detection 
system connectable to a security system (abstract) modular system comprising: 
a base unit including a primary device disposed within a primary housing wherein 
primary device is an intrusion detection device (abstract); primary housing 
including a primary terminal strip 23, primary terminal strip being connectable to 
the security system 8 and having a plurality of primary terminals 22, primary 
device including a plurality of primary conductive elements, each of primary 
conductive elements being operably couplable with one of plurality of primary 
terminals (fig. 2); a plurality of secondary devices, each of secondary devices 
being operably couplable to primary device, each of secondary devices having a 
secondary housing section associated therewith , each of secondary housing 
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sections being directly attachable to primary housing section and having a 
secondary terminal strip and having a plurality of secondary terminals, each of 
secondary devices including a plurality of secondary terminals, each of 
secondary devices including a plurality of secondary conductive elements; each 
of secondary conductive elements being operably couplable with one of plurality 
of secondary terminals (fig. 1 -fig. 3); wherein a modular device is assembled by 
selecting one of plurality of secondary devices, attaching associated secondary 
housing section of selected one of secondary devices to primary housing and 
coupling selected one of secondary devices to primary device (fig. 1 -fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 20, Taillens discloses an image-capturing device (camera 

5) (fig. 2, ref. 5; col. 1 , lines 45-48). 

Regarding claim 21, Taillens discloses a microphone (device 37 that gives 
a weak acoustic signal) (fig. 4; col. 2, lines 58-59). 
Regarding claim 22, Taillens discloses a light source (controlling the 
lighting of the building) (col. 2, lines 13-14). 

Regarding claim 23, Taillens discloses a speaker (siren 8) (Fig. 2, ref. 8). 
Regarding claim 24, Taillens discloses an alarm signal being 
communicated to the security system and secondary device being 
responsive to alarm signal (siren 8) (Fig. 2, ref. 8). 
Regarding claim 25, Taillens discloses primary housing defining a first 
mounting interface and each of secondary housing sections defines a 
second mounting interface, each of second mounting interfaces being 
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engageably securable to first mounting interface to thereby securably 
attach a selected one of secondary housing sections to primary housing 
section (fig. 2-fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 26, Taillens discloses primary housing includes a base 
housing section and a removable cover, base housing section defining first 
mounting interface, said removable cover comprising a first attachment feature; 
each of secondary housing sections including a second attachment feature 
engageable with first attachment feature wherein attachment of cover to base 
housing section engages first attachment with second attachment of the selected 
one of secondary housing sections securably attached to primary housing (fig. 2- 
fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 27, Taillens discloses a plurality of base units, each of 
base units including a primary device disposed within a primary housing, primary 
devices each being one of a plurality of different intrusion (siren 8, camera 5) (fig. 
2), each of primary housing defining a first mounting interface (fig. 2) and a 
plurality of secondary housing sections, each of secondary housing sections 
having a second mounting interface, second mounting interface each being 
engageable with each of first mounting interfaces whereby each of secondary 
housing sections are selectively attachable to each of primary housings, at least 
one secondary housings having a secondary device associated therewith (fig. 2- 
fig. 3). 
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Regarding claim 28, Taillens discloses primary housing include a base 
housing section and a removable cover, base housing sections defining first 
mounting interface, removable covers each comprising a first attachment feature, 
each of secondary housing sections including a second attachment feature 
engageable with each of first attachment features wherein attachment of one of 
covers to a respective one of base housing sections engages first attachment 
feature of one cover with second attachment feature of the selected one of 
secondary housing sections securably attached to respective base housing 
section (fig. 1-fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 29, Taillens discloses an alarm signal being 
communicated to the security system and secondary device being responsive to 
alarm signal (siren 8) (Fig. 2, ref. 8). 

Regarding claim 30, Taillens discloses primary terminal strip being 
connectable to a security system and having a plurality of primary terminals, 
primary device including a plurality of conductive elements, each of primary 
conductive elements being operably couplable with one of plurality of primary 
terminals and wherein at least secondary housing section having a secondary 
device associated therewith includes a secondary terminal strip, secondary 
terminal strip being connectable to primary terminal strip and having a plurality of 
secondary terminals, secondary device including a plurality of secondary 
conductive elements, each of secondary conductive elements being operably 
couplable with one of plurality of secondary terminals (fig. 1-fig. 3). 
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Regarding claim 31 , Taillens discloses a plurality of secondary housing 
sections each having one of a plurality of different secondary devices associated 
therewith (siren 8, camera 5) (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 32, Taillens discloses camera 5 (fig. 2, ref. 5). 

Regarding claim 33, Taillens discloses microphone (device 37 that gives a 

weak acoustic signal) (fig. 4; col. 2, lines 58-59). 

Regarding claim 34, Taillens discloses a light source (controlling the 

lighting of the building) (col. 2, lines 13-14). 

Regarding claim 35, Taillens discloses a speaker (siren 8) (Fig. 2, ref. 8). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taillens 
et al. (US 4,540,977) in view of Trusty (US 4,266,216) . 

Regarding claim 3, Taillens discloses all the limitations in claim 1 but fails 
to explicitly disclose at least one threaded opening for receiving a threaded 
fastener, said threaded fastener securing secondary housing section to primary 



housing. 
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However, Trusty discloses at least one threaded opening for receiving a 
threaded fastener, said threaded fastener securing secondary housing section to 
primary housing (fig. 5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Trusty in Taillens. 
Doing so would modify Taillens's system with Trusty's system in order to connect 
accurately both housings forming part of detection and alarm means thereby 
offering a higher security against theft or intruders as taught by Trusty (col. 1 , 
lines 7-65). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ellison et al. (US 6,285,912) discloses a system for physically mounting a 

multifunction user interface to a basic multifunction sensor to access and control 

various parameters of a control network environment. 

Muller et al. (US 5,424,718) discloses IR intrusion detector using scattering to 

prevent false alarms. 

Hess (US 6,049,273) discloses cordless remote alarm transmission apparatus. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Previl whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2971 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. The examiner can 
also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Previl 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 

DP 

October 10, 2005. 



